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Hello friends, 

 

Just another monument 
 
 

Camp Westerbork 
 
In the middle of Drenthe is a place with historical value. 
The history of camp Westerbork. 
This is well known for the years 1942-1945. However, the camp was already built in 1939 as 
a refugee camp. 
The history of camp Westerbork is inextricably linked to the fate that befell the Jewish 
community during the Second World War. The persecution of the Jews that took place 
between 1940 and 1945 ensured that a community that had been in the Netherlands for 
hundreds of years was largely exterminated. 
Camp Westerbork was known as the 'gateway of hell' during the Second World War. It was 
a transit camp to concentration camps such as Auschwitz and Sobibor. 
Camp Westerbork is the story of the murder of one person, and that 102,000 times. 
 

   
 

Along the access road there are poles with signs showing the number of deportees on a 
particular day. 
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After the takeover of the camp, barbed wire fences and seven watchtowers were erected. 
The company SS-Watch battalion provided the outside security of camp Westerbork until 
early 1943. 
 

   
 
 
Although the prospects of the prisoners were bleak, especially in 1943-1944 everything was 
done to make camp Westerbork not look like the last stop on the road to destruction. 
Nevertheless, everyday life was hard. In most of the barracks there was hardly any space. 
No one could even retreat. The hygiene was terrible. There is no shortage of lice and fleas. 
The residents literally lived on top of each other. 
 
 

  



The picture shows the house for the German camp commanders of Westerbork. 
To protect the building now, a glass roof has been placed over it. 
While preserving the inaccessible and enigmatic of the building, the camp Westerbork 
Memorial Center wants to use the house for activities that give substance to the 
significance of this historic place. 
 
Living like in a normal village 
The camp had to function as much as possible as a normal village. Anyone who had a job 
could speak of double happiness. Nothing was worse than walking aimlessly through the 
mud of the camp. Anyone could tell you that whoever had nothing to do could get in first. 
There were courses and people could play sports. Even shopping was possible. The camp 
had its own money. This allowed you to go to the store and the canteen. There was an 
exchange office where the last 'ordinary' money could be exchanged for money from camp 
Westerbork. Performances, concerts and plays were performed in the registration barracks 
with great regularity. 
 

 
 



For the children, the camp seemed even more normal than for the adults. They had to go to 
school, just like at home. In fact, Westerbork was ahead of its time. For children aged 1 to 6 
years, the nursery and kindergarten merged. For older children, education was compulsory 
until the age of 15. For example, the youngest camp residents led a life that seemed as 
normal as possible during the day. 
The small number of refugees from camp Westerbork (there were about 300) is due to the 
system carefully maintained by the Nazis. Because there were certainly opportunities to 
escape. The majority of them worked for farmers in the area, where there was little 
surveillance. 
 
Hospital in camp Westerbork 
The hospital care in camp Westerbork was special. Before the war many Jews worked as 
surgeons, doctors, or dentists. A job in nursing was so popular that the best staff could 
easily be selected. At one point, the hospital had 1,725 beds, 120 doctors and 1,000 male or 
female staff. The patients had nothing to complain about the care, but the threat of the 
transports remained. 
 
Transportation 
More than 100 trains departed from Westerbork for the camps in Eastern and Central 
Europe. On the 15th and 16th of July 1942 the first prisoners were deported to Auschwitz. 
2,030 Jews, including a few orphans. The beginning of a long list of victims. In the first 
months, the train departed twice a week: on Mondays and Fridays. In 1943, usually Tuesday 
was the day of the transport. 
 

    
 
The prisoners of camp Westerbork lived from transport to transport. That lasted until 
September 13, 1944. Then the last big train with 279 people left for Bergen-Belsen. Among 
them were 77 children who had been caught at their hiding places. Nearly 107,000 Jews 
were deported to 'the East', largely via Westerbork. In addition, 247 Sinti and Roma and a 
few dozen resistance fighters. Most trains went to Auschwitz. Other transports were 
destined for Sobibor, Theresienstadt and Bergen-Belsen. A much smaller number went to 
the Buchenwald and Ravensbrück camps. 
 
Route of the Persecution 
Markings have been placed at the stations on the camp Westerbork-Leer railway route; 
Assen, Haren, Hoogezand-Sappemeer, Zuidbroek, Winschoten, Nieuweschans, Bunde, 
Weener and Leer. This route formed 'the route of persecution' to the extermination camps 
in the East in the period 1942-1944. 
 



 
 
At the initiative of several former prisoners, 102,000 stones have been placed on the former 
apple yard. The underlying idea is to make clear how many people were murdered. But in 
addition to this massiveness, the individuality also becomes clear: the stones are erected 
at random in height to emphasize the individual: 102,000 times a mother, a father, a son, a 
daughter, a brother, a sister…. 
A Star of David is placed on the head of the stones. 
Two hundred and thirteen stones were executed with a flame: a group of Sinti and Roma 
was deported from Westerbork camp on 19 May 1944 and largely murdered in Auschwitz. 
One hundred stones have no symbol and represent the resistance fighters who were 
imprisoned in camp Westerbork to be taken away. 
 

In total, only 5,000 people returned. 
 

On April 12, 1945, the Canadian army liberated more than 850 Jewish prisoners in camp 
Westerbork without bloodshed. More than half of these were Dutch. 
Others came from twelve other countries, Germany, Austria, Poland, Czech Republic, 
England, United States Romania, Peru, Hungary, and Turkey. 

 
Between April 24

th
 1945 and December 1

st
 1948, camp Westerbork functioned as an 

internment camp for NSB, SS and other persons suspected of collaboration with the Nazis. 
From December 1st 1948 through September 1949, the camp functioned as a military camp. 
 
In 1949 the Ministry of War temporarily took over camp Westerbork. 
It became a training camp for soldiers who were to leave for the Dutch East Indies, among 
other places. 
In September 1949, the Westerbork Military Camp was closed. 
 
In 1951, Westerbork camp was given its next function: a home for several thousand 
Moluccans. 
The locations were renamed: from then on, they were 'residential areas' and 'reception 
centers' instead of concentration camps. Westerbork now became 'De Schattenberg'. 
 



  
 

All photos are made available by H.Raaijmakers 

 
The fire of 1958, in which 3 barracks completely went up in flames and a fourth became 
uninhabitable, had far-reaching consequences. Many families had to leave the residential 
area. 
 
The last residents were to be evicted from the residential area at the beginning of 1971 – 
under duress – and moved to Bovensmilde. Shortly afterwards, the last barracks were 
demolished or sold to farmers and there was hardly anything visible left of the 
Schattenberg/camp Westerbork. 
 
In 1983, Queen Beatrix opened the Westerbork Memorial Center. 
 

 
 
For more information: www.kampwesterbork.nl  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.kampwesterbork.nl/


 
 

 
This year there was a delegation from OBS 't Hout adoption class, who rolled up their 
sleeves on March 11. 
Together with alderman Cathalijne Dortmans and a few other volunteers, the areas around 
the monument and the small monument in Slegersstraat were cleaned. 
In addition, a few plants were placed in the cemetery of the St. Lucia Church near the 
graves of civilians who lost their lives in WWII. 
The other children with volunteers have performed various activities at the monument on 
the Hoofdstraat. 
 

 
 
After the work was done, there was chocolate milk and a stroopwafel for all. 
Alderman  Cathalijne Dortmans also presented the certificate to the children of OBS 't Hout 
for their efforts in the adoption year 2021-2022. 
Mario Coolen also presented the certificate for their participation in NL-Doet 2022. 



Finally, the joint photo of NL-Doet 2022. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For more information about our Foundation, please refer to our website: 

 https://monumentmierlohout.nl   
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