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Hello friends, 
 

78th Commemoration of our liberation 
 
September 22 it will be 78 years since we were liberated from German oppression. 
This year, too, our youth is central to this commemoration. 
“In the Heart of the Wood” is this year's adoption school with all group 8 children. 
Prior to the 22nd, these groups are informed about what happened on September 22, 1944 
in our region, and specifically Mierlo-Hout. 
On September 22, these children will move with authentic military vehicles to War 
Cemetery Mierlo. Prior to this move, the children are first given more information at the 
monument by chairman Mario Coolen. 
At the military cemetery, the children receive an explanation via a certain route what some 
fallen soldiers mean for our liberation. 
This explanation is provided by our secretary Harrie Raaijmakers. 
Following this tour, the military vehicles will be returning to Mierlo-Hout, where the freedom 
fire will be lit at the monument at noon. 
 
At 7 pm there is a memorial service in the St. Lucia Church. 
At 7.45 pm the commemoration will take place at the monument on the corner of 
Hoofdstraat / Houtse Parralelweg. 
Both items are graced by Gemert Firebrigade Pipes & Drums and the guild St. Antonius Abt 
Mierlo-Hout 
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Just another monument 
 

Uden refuge. 
 
Refugees is an age-old concept in the world. 
Today, the world is still confronted with this. 
Look at the daily influx from countries where war situations are going on, not to mention 
the economic/climate refugees. 
 
What is a refugee? 
A refugee is someone who has well-founded fears in their home country of being 
persecuted on the grounds of race, religion, nationality, political opinion or membership of 
a particular ethnic or social group, and who is not protected in their own country. 
(Source: United Nations Refugee Convention) 
 
The first time that the Netherlands had to deal with a large influx of refugees was during the 
Eighty Years' War (1568-1648). 
In 1585 the commercial city of Antwerp fell into Spanish hands. The Spaniards only allowed 
Catholicism and many Protestant merchants and intellectuals left the city. 
 
Uden refuge. 
During the First World War (1914-1918) the Netherlands was neutral. Unintentionally, 
however, Belgium was involved in this war, with the result that in the autumn of 1914, after 
the fall of Antwerp, more than one million Belgians fled to the Netherlands. Fortunately, 
more than 90% of these refugees were able to return home a few months later, so that at 
the beginning of 1915 there were still more than 100,000 Belgians living in the Netherlands. 
The vast majority could support themselves, but for a few tens of thousands a solution had 
to be found from the government. It was decided to set up refugee camps in Ede, Nunspeet 
and Uden. In addition, there were internment camps for soldiers and private initiatives such 
as in Gouda. 



In mid-February 1915, barely two months later, the first refugees arrived in the Refugee of 
Uden and the number of residents grew rapidly. In the fourth quarter of 1917, the Refugee 
Uden had the highest number of residents, more than 7,500!! Refugee Uden at that time had 
more residents than the municipality of Uden!! 
However, about 135.00 Belgians continued to live in the Netherlands until the end of the 
war. They did not return home until after 1918. 
According to the analysis at the Population Register of the municipality of Uden, a total of 
11,631 Belgians, 3,381 Dutch and 292 people of other nationalities were registered. 
 

                     F I H.Raaijmakers 

 
 

 
F I H.Raaijmakers 

 
The front of the memorial monument for Refugee Uden. 

It is a facade of the church in the refuge and is built on almost the same spot. 

 

 



The refugee was a completely wooden barracks village, with its own church, town hall, 
hospital, schools, workshops and shops. The inhabitants lived and slept in 33 barracks 

 

 
F I H.Raaijmakers 

 
More information about refugee Uden can be found at www.udenarchief.nl  
 
In WWII, the Netherlands also had refugees, such as the England sailors. 
There were a total of about 9000 who ventured the crossing to England. 
Mostly soldiers who managed to escape from the violence in May 1940 from the German 
occupier. Most of which later joined the Irene Brigade, among others. 

 
 
 
Mierlo-Hout Then and Now 
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The information board and the location of the bomb shelter behind the 
monument. 

 
 

 

http://www.udenarchief.nl/


Bombardment of Mierlo-Hout, August 28, 1944 
 
 

 
F I © M.Coolen Sr. / Jr. 

The three houses on Helmondseweg (now Mierloseweg) were razed to the ground. A 
number of other houses were so badly damaged that they had to be demolished. Houses in 
the area were damaged to roofs and windows. One of the houses was Schmiehusen's shop 
for household items at Helmondseweg 5. This building was demolished after the war. The 
house next door, at number 3, was also damaged. Here Schmiehusen lived with his wife 
and the Habraken family. On the other side was a building at number 7, this was restored 
and now has the Mierloseweg 284 as its address. 
 

For more information about the bombing on August 28, 1944, visit: 
www.tracesofwar.nl  

 

http://www.tracesofwar.nl/


 

To vote 
 

September 5 to September 27, 2022 
 
This year, as a Foundation, we will again participate in the Rabo Clubkas campaign. 
By casting your vote, an x amount will be attributed to our Foundation. 
We will use the allocated amount, which will be announced in October, in the preparations 
for the 80th anniversary of our liberation in 2024. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For more information about our Foundation, please refer to our website: 

https://monumentmierlohout.nl 
 

        Stichting HMMH ⋄ p/a Binnenvoort 6 ⋄ 5706 GB ⋄ Helmond ⋄ KvK  64271153   
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https://monumentmierlohout.nl/

